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FR(END THE ONE WHERE JESUS RETURNS FOR HIS FRIENDS

“Very early on Sunday morning the women went to the tfomb, taking the
spices they had prepared. They found that the stone had been rolled away
from the entfrance. So they wentin, but they didn’t find the body of the Lord
Jesus. As they stood there puzzled, two men suddenly appeared to them,
clothed in dazzling robes. The women were terrified and bowed with their
faces to the ground. Then the men asked, “Why are you looking among the
dead for someone who is alive? He isn't here!l He is risen from the dead!
Remember what he told you back in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be
betrayed into the hands of sinful men and be crucified, and that he would
rise again on the third day.” Then they remembered that he had said this.
So they rushed back from the tomb to tell his eleven disciples—and
everyone else—what had happened. It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna,
Mary the mother of James, and several other women who told the apostles
what had happened. But the story sounded like nonsense to the men, so
they didn’t believe it. However, Peter jumped up and ran to the tomb to
look. Stooping, he peered in and saw the empty linen wrappings; then he
went home again, wondering what had happened.” Luke 24:1-12 (NLT)

The Redeemer and Friend After the Cross

1. Friendship didn’t

John 20:14-15 (N) — “She turned to leave and saw someone standing
there. It was Jesus, but she didn’'t recognize him. “Dear woman, why
are you cryinge” Jesus asked her. "Who are you looking fore” She
thought he was the gardener. “Sir,” she said, "if you have taken him
away, tell me where you have put him, and | will go and get him.”

16 “Mary!” Jesus said. She turned to him and cried out, “Rabboni!”
(which is Hebrew for “Teacher”).

John 20:19 (N — “That Sunday evening the disciples were meeting
behind locked doors because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders.
Suddenly, Jesus was standing there among them! “Peace be with you,”
he said.”

Luke 24 (N —17 “He asked them, “What are you discussing so intently as
you walk along?” They stopped short, sadness written across their
faces. 21We had hoped he was the Messiah who had come to rescue
Israel. 30As they sat down to eat, he took the bread and blessed it. Then
he broke it and gave it to them. 3'Suddenly, their eyes were opened,
and they recognized him.”

Mark 16:7 (CEV) — “Now go and tell his disciples, and especially Peter, that
[Jesus] will go ahead of you to Galilee. You will see him there, just as he
told you.”

John 21:12 (N) — ““Now come and have some breakfast!” Jesus said.
None of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?2” They knew it
was the Lord.”

2. The Redeemer is still

Romans 4:25 (NO) — “He was handed over to die because of our sins, and
he was raised to life to make us right with God.”

Romans 5:10 (8) — “And since, when we were his enemies, we were
brought back to God by the death of his Son, what blessings he must
have for us now that we are his friends and he is living within us!”

Ephesians 2:5-6 (CEV) — “God was mercifull We were dead because of
our sins, but God loved us so much that he made us alive with Christ,
and God'’s wonderful kindness is what saves you. God raised us from
death to life with Christ Jesus, and he has given us a place beside Christ
in heaven.”

1 Peter 1:3 (GNT) — “[ et us give thanks fo the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ! Because of his great mercy he gave us new life by raising
Jesus Christ from death. This fills us with a living hope”

Romans 8:11 (NV) — “And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the
dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give
life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you.”

3. The Redeemer and Friend now

John 14 (N — 16 | will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Advocate, who will never leave you. 7 He is the Holy Spirit, who leads
into all truth. The world cannot receive him, because it isn’t looking for
him and doesn’t recognize him. But you know him, because he lives
with you now and later will be in you. '8 No, | will not abandon you as
orphans—I will come to you. 20 Since | live, you also will live. When | am
raised to life again, you will know that | am in my Father, and you are in
me, and | am in you.”

John 20:21-22 (N) — “"Peqce be with you. As the Father has sent me, so |
am sending you.” Then he breathed on them and said, “Receive the
Holy Spirit.””

Galatians 2:20 (N — “My old self has been crucified with Christ. It is no
longer | who live, but Christ lives in me. So I live in this earthly body by
frusting in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”

Colossians 1:27 (NVI — *To them God has chosen to make known among
the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the
hope of glory.”
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