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Colossians 1:27 (CEV) – “God did this because he wanted you Gentiles to 
understand his wonderful and glorious mystery. And the mystery is that Christ 

lives in you, and he is your hope of sharing in God’s glory.” 
 

Colossians 2:19 (NLT) – “…Christ, the head of the body, holds the whole body 
together with its joints and ligaments, and it grows as God nourishes it.” 

 

Colossians 1:18 (GNT) – “[Christ] is the head of his body, the church; he is the source 
of the body’s life. He is the first-born Son, who was raised from death, in order that 

he alone might have the first place in all things.” 
 

Ephesians 1:20-23 (NLT) “[God] raised Christ from the dead and seated him in the place 
of honor at God’s right hand in the heavenly realms. Now he is far above any ruler or 

authority or power or leader or anything else—not only in this world but also in the world 
to come. God has put all things under the authority of Christ and has made him head 

over all things for the benefit of the church. And the church is his body; it is made full 
and complete by Christ, who fills all things everywhere with himself.” 

 

 

The Leadership of Christ 

 

1. Christ leads His Church through _________________.  
 

John 5:39-40 (MSG) – “You have your heads in your Bibles constantly 
because you think you’ll find eternal life there. But you miss the forest for 
the trees. These Scriptures are all about me! And here I am, standing right 
before you, and you aren’t willing to receive from me the life you say you 
want.” 
 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NLT) – “All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to 
teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It 
corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. God 
uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work.” 
 

Colossians 3:16 (TLB) – “Remember what Christ taught, and let his words 
enrich your lives and make you wise; teach them to each other and sing 
them out in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing to the Lord with 
thankful hearts.” 
 

Acts 17:11 (NLT) – “The people of Berea were more open-minded than those 
in Thessalonica, and they listened eagerly to Paul’s message. They 
searched the Scriptures day after day to see if Paul and Silas were 
teaching the truth.” 
 
2. Christ leads His Church through _________________.  

 

John 16:13-14 (NLT) – “When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into 
all truth. He will not speak on his own but will tell you what he has heard. 
He will tell you about the future. He will bring me glory by telling you 
whatever he receives from me.” 
 

Acts 13:1-3 (NLT) – “Among the prophets and teachers of the church at 
Antioch of Syria were [Barnabas, Simeon, Lucius, Manaen and Paul.] One 
day as these men were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit 
said, “Appoint Barnabas and Paul for the special work to which I have 
called them.” So after more fasting and prayer, the men laid their hands 
on them and sent them on their way.” 
 

Acts 16:6-10 (NLT) – “Paul and Silas next traveled through the area of Phrygia 
and Galatia, because the Holy Spirit had prevented them from preaching 
the word in the province of Asia at that time. Then coming to the borders 
of Mysia, they headed north for the province of Bithynia, but again the 
Spirit of Jesus did not allow them to go there. So instead, they went on 
through Mysia to the seaport of Troas. That night Paul had a vision: A man 
from Macedonia in northern Greece was standing there, pleading with 
him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us!” So we decided to leave for 
Macedonia at once, having concluded that God was calling us to 
preach the Good News there.” 
 
3. Christ leads His Church through _________________.  

 

Acts 20:28 (AMP) – “Take care and be on guard for yourselves and for the 
whole flock over which the Holy Spirit has appointed you as overseers, to 
shepherd (tend, feed, guide) the church of God which He bought with His 
own blood." 
 

1 Peter 5:2-4 (CEV) – “Just as shepherds watch over their sheep, you must 
watch over everyone God has placed in your care. Do it willingly in order 
to please God, and not simply because you think you must. Let it be 
something you want to do, instead of something you do merely to make 
money. Don’t be bossy to those people who are in your care, but set an 
example for them. Then when Christ the Chief Shepherd returns, you will 
be given a crown that will never lose its glory.” 
 
4. Christ leads His Church through _________________.  
 

Ephesians 4:11-16 (TLB) – “Some of us have been given special ability as 
apostles; to others he has given the gift of being able to preach well; some 
have special ability in winning people to Christ, helping them to trust him 
as their Savior; still others have a gift for caring for God’s people as a 
shepherd does his sheep, leading and teaching them in the ways of God. 
Why is it that he gives us these special abilities to do certain things best? It 
is that God’s people will be equipped to do better work for him, building 
up the Church, the body of Christ, to a position of strength and maturity; 
until finally we all believe alike about our salvation and about our Savior, 
God’s Son, and all become full-grown in the Lord—yes, to the point of 
being filled full with Christ. Then we will no longer be like children, forever 
changing our minds about what we believe because someone has told us 
something different or has cleverly lied to us and made the lie sound like 
the truth. Instead, we will lovingly follow the truth at all times—speaking 
truly, dealing truly, living truly—and so become more and more in every 
way like Christ who is the Head of his body, the Church. Under his 
direction, the whole body is fitted together perfectly, and each part in its 
own special way helps the other parts, so that the whole body is healthy 
and growing and full of love.” 
 


